Travis County Juvenile Board

Juvenile Case Appointment List Commitment Form

Agreements / Type of cases
_______ (acknowledge with initials)
By my signature below I am asking to have my name placed on the Travis County list for appointed counsel in juvenile proceedings under Title 3 of the Texas Family Code.  I recognize that juvenile charges fall into three progressive levels of complexity and I agree to accept the following category level of cases: 
______
Level 1) conduct indicating a need for supervision (CINS); or delinquent conduct for which commitment to TJJD or to the Travis County Post-Adjudication Secure Correctional Facility is not an authorized disposition
______
Level 2) delinquent conduct for which commitment to TJJD or to the Travis County Post-Adjudication Secure Correctional Facility without a determinate sentence is an authorized disposition
______
Level 3) determinate sentence proceedings or proceedings for discretionary transfer to criminal court have been initiated.
Duties of Appointed Counsel in Juvenile Cases
_______ (acknowledge with initials)

By my signature below I certify that I have read the Travis County Juvenile Board Indigent Defense Plan and am familiar with the duties of appointed counsel in juvenile cases.  I acknowledge that, if my name is on the Juvenile Case Appointment List and I am appointed to a case, I must make every reasonable effort to contact the juvenile not later than the end of the first working day after the date on which I am appointed.  I further understand that, if the juvenile is being held in detention, I must interview the juvenile within two working days after appointment and that if the juvenile is not detained, I must interview the juvenile within fifteen business days after appointment.
Ability to communicate with clients and the Juvenile Court _______ (acknowledge with initials)
By my signature below I certify that I have the ability to receive communications at the following numbers and email address, and I agree that I will regularly monitor all of my faxes, phone messages, and email at least every 24 hours.  I agree that, if this information changes or I am unable to receive faxes, phone messages, or emails within 24 hours for any reason at any time while I am on Active Status, I will contact the Juvenile Court not later than the end of the next business day and notify them that my information has changed or I want to be on Inactive Status.

Fax: _____________________________________________________ Phone:_____________________
Email:____________________________________________________
Acceptance of automatic appointments / Substitution of Counsel _______ (acknowledge with initials)
By my signature below I agree that, if my name is on the Juvenile Case Appointment List, a judge may appoint me to a case at any time and that, from the moment that appointment is made in Court or in a written order, I am the attorney of record appointed in that case.  After the appointment has been made, the Juvenile Probation Legal Division will notify me of the appointment by email.  If for any reason I cannot undertake the representation to which I am appointed, it is my duty to notify the Juvenile Probation Legal Division within 24 hours of the notice of appointment.  I understand that my withdrawal, if I have not previously requested inactive status from the Juvenile Court Administration Division, may subject me to removal from the Juvenile Case Appointment List.
Vacation / Inactive Status
_______ (acknowledge with initials)
I agree that I will notify the Juvenile Court Administration Division, in writing, when I am temporarily unable to accept new appointments due to a vacation or other time away from work, such as an illness, or due to an overload of cases on my docket. I understand that, when I do so, I will be placed on “Inactive Status” and will not receive any Court appointments until I notify the Juvenile Court Administration Division that I am ready to return to “Active Status”.

Duty to Report Lawyer Discipline/Criminal History
_______ (acknowledge with initials)
I understand that I have an affirmative duty to inform the Juvenile Court Administration Division within 5 days if I:

(1) receive a reprimand or am placed on probation, suspended, or disbarred by the State Bar of Texas;

(2) am charged by information or complaint with a misdemeanor offense that constitutes a crime of moral turpitude (including any charge of child abuse or domestic violence), or am indicted on felony charges;

(3) am found to have been a perpetrator of child abuse or neglect in any investigation by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services that results in a disposition of “Reason to Believe”; or

(4) am found by a court to have committed family violence.
Signature: ______________________________________________________  Date:_________________
